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Professor Dame Celia Hoyles, D.B.E, O.B.E, PhD, M.Ed,
BSc. (Hons), CMath,

Professor of Mathematics Education

UCL Institute of Education, University College London, U.K

Professor Dame Celia Hoyles was awarded a first class
honours degree in mathematics from the University of
Manchester and holds a masters and doctorate in mathematics
education. She taught mathematics in London schools from
the late 60s before moving into higher education. Celia has
published widely and worked constantly to change the public
face of mathematics, initially by co-presenting a popular TV
mathematics quiz show, Fun and Games, which topped the
prime-time ratings between 1987 and 1990. She has directed
more than 40 research and consultancy projects and published
widely on mathematics and mathematics education. She was
inspired by the vision of using digital technology to open
access to mathematlcs and specifically conducted design research to develop computer environments to
engage students in learning mathematics.

Celia was the first recipient of the International Commission of Mathematics Instruction (ICMI) Hans
Freudenthal medal in 2004, and of the Royal Society Kavli Education Medal in 2011, both for her research
work. She was awarded the Canotta Distinguished Visiting Fellowship in Mathematics Education by the
University of Hong Kong in 2010.

She has delivered keynote speeches at the major mathematics education conferences all over the world: as
examples as early as 1992 at the 16th International Group for the Psychology of Mathematics Education
(PME 16) in USA, at the First ICMI-East Asia Regional Conference on Mathematics Education, Korea
National University of Education, in 1998, at the International Congress of Mathematics Education, (ICME)
in 2008, at the XIV CIAEM-IACME, Inter-American Conference on Mathematics Education (IACME) in
Mexico in 2015 May, and earlier this year in 2018 at the Southern African Association for Research in
Mathematics, Science & Technology Education conference in Botswana.

She was the UK Government's Chief Adviser for Mathematics (2004- 07), the director of the National
Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics (2007-13). and President of the Institute of
Mathematics and its Applications (IMA), a learned Mathematics Society (2014-15). Celia was made an
Officer of the Order of the British Empire in 2004 and a Dame Commander in 2014. In 2016, she was
selected for the Suffrage Science award for Communications in recognition of her promotion of
mathematics and mathematics education.
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